Understanding Shortened Exam & Classroom Supports
This guide contains information on:
· Exam Support terminology
· Marking Guidelines (SpLD / Hearing) Samples
· Continuous Assessment (CA) Exam protocol 

When you log into your DSS app, most supports are written in full sentences. A few use shortened terms (like ET or MG). This guide explains those abbreviations.

Exam Supports
ET (Extra Time): You are given additional time to complete your exam (10 minutes per hour). Example: In a 2-hour exam you would receive 20 extra minutes, making your total exam time 2 hours 20 minutes.
MG (Marking Guidelines): Similar to the spelling and grammar waiver you may have had in secondary school. Lecturers will focus on your ideas and knowledge rather than spelling, grammar, or written expression (see samples below).
Fidgets: Quiet tools such as stress balls or putty can be used to help you stay calm and focused during the exam.
Headphones: Noise-reducing headphones or ear defenders may be used to block out distractions in the exam hall.

Classroom Supports
Lecture Notes in Advance: Lecturers are requested to upload notes to Moodle before class so that all students can prepare, review, and follow along more easily.
Audio Recording of Lectures: Available only for students who have been identified as requiring DSS-supplied specialised technology to record lectures.
If you are unsure about any of your supports, please contact the Disability Support Service for guidance.
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‘GUIDELINES FOR MARKING THE WORK OF STUDENTS WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENT

When mrking the riten wark of 3 student ith Hearing mgsimen, th fallowing pants

Should be considered:

+ Where a student with 3 ering impairment has ign nguage 353 firt language then it

i3 expectad that the normal rules ofwrittsn Engish will ot b followsd,

+ Take nto consideration poor spellng and Grammr, and regular sentence structure and

sequencing.

- Expact simple shortsentences rsther than complicated o sssay syl snswers.

Whil the Disabilty uppor: Service Would ke examiners 1o be aware of the iffcuties these
Students encounter i presenting writtn nformation under trict ime constraints nd i the
absence of their regular supporss, the marking of 3 partcuar student’s work is 3t the
discetion ofthe individusl examiner and his/her Deparment Head. The Disabily Support
Service doss nat wish 1 infiugnce the scademic mark of the student in any way s students
3¢ al times have 1o be assessed on an equal level to peers, thus maintaiing scademic

standards

These Marking Guidelines are for written exams ONLY
and must NOT be used as a marking guide for
assignments or projects.
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‘GUIDELINES FOR MARKING THE WRITTEN EXAMINATION SCRIPT OF A STUDENT WITH A
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTY (DYSLEXIA, DYSPRAXIA, ADHD, ASD)

When marking the work of a student with » Specific Lesrning Diffculy (5pLD), the folowing
pointsshoud be considared:

+ Students work should be marked fo ideas and content with minimum interferance
from the SpLD'seffects

+ Answers should be scceptad inthe form of bulle points rathr than esssy Sy

+ Speling and gramear mistakes should be gnored when correcting the student’s work
unless s an integral learning outcoma forthe course

+ Read the scipt quikly initilly, ignoring spelling and grammr mistakes, 3 this can
alowthe examiner o get the oversll olsticiew of the contentf the students work.

+ Clumsiness of expression, lack o arder or crrect ssquence of sentences should not
dissdvantage the student. Studancs with SpLD often think ina hlistc way that s ot
linear and tha coss ot lend isefto e insar st of words, the agparent lack of
ordr can b 5 5 resut of the mismatch betuean e holisic and the fnsar sy of
eninkine.

+ Supplemntary oral exam ta allow the sxamingr ciriy the sners only with the
consant o both the student and lecturer involved) may be considered,

Whil the isabity Support Service would ke examinersto b aware of the iffcutis these
Students encountar i presenting written information under trict ime constraints nd i the
absence of their regular supports, the marking of 3 partcuar student’s work is 3t the
disretion of the indiidusl examiner and his/her Department Head. The Disabily Support
Service doss not wigh o iniuence the scademic mark of the student in any way s students
2t al times have 1o be assessed on an equal level to peers, thus maintaining scademic
seandards

These Marking Guidelines are for written exams ONLY
and must NOT be used as a marking guide for
assignments or projects.





